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How to Open a Schwab Investment Account For Your Solo 401k 

Use this guide to assist in filling out an application with Schwab to open a brokerage account within your Solo 

401k. 

NOTE: Schwab documents are subject to change at any time. Please visit Schwab.com to 

ensure you have the most up to date application. This guide is for informational purposes only 

and is not a replacement for tax, legal or investment advice. If you have any questions on 

completing the Schwab application or successfully completing your rollovers, we strongly 

suggest you reach out to Schwab directly at (800) 435-4000.

Schwab recommends using the Company Retirement Account Master Account Application as 

the "Investment-only" brokerage account connected to your Solo 401k Plan.

It is recommended you go to the Schwab website so you can agree to their terms and conditions before 

proceeding.
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Download the Schwab CRA Application at: 

https://www.schwab.com/public/schwab/investing/accounts_products/accounts/small_business_retirement/company

Note: To assist in filling out this application, you may want to have your Solo 401k Adoption Agreement. 

You can download your adoption agreement at https://docs.solo401k.com under "401k Documents". Your 

adoption agreement is a PDF within the '401k Plan & Trust' download.
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Begin by inputting your business and 401k plan information

Company Name: Input your company's full name 

Company EIN: Enter your company tax ID number

Company Structure: Enter your business entity type (LLC, Partnership, corporation, etc)

State of incorporation: This is where you filed your LLC, or incorporated your corporation. If you are a sole 

proprietor, this is the state where your business is located.

Company address/telephone number: Input correct and accurate information for your adopting employer

Plan Name: Input your trust name as listed on page 4 of your Adoption Agreement. Please note, Schwab 

wants your 401k trust name, not the plan name.
Plan Tax ID Number: Use your Trust Tax ID number found on page 4 of your Adoption Agreement.

Type of Plan: Check 'Individual 401(k).

Date Plan Established: Input the date you established your Solo 401k plan with Nabers

Number of participants: If you and your spouse both participate in the Solo 401k plan, you can each have 
participant accounts under the Master Company Retirement Account

You can mark "yes" to the last 4 questions.
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If you are establishing separate accounts...: Check 'yes'. If you and your spouse both participate in the 

Solo 401k plan, you will each have participant accounts under the Master Company Retirement Account

Enter information for the trustee(s)

Input your information as 401k plan trustee (name, social security number, address, birthdate, etc). If your 

spouse is a co-trustee (not simply a participant), enter your spouse's information as well
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Enter your employment information.

Employment status should be checked 'employed' or 'self-employed', depending on your employment 

status. 

Employer name: If you've checked 'self-employed', this is your Adopting Employer listed on page 2 of 

your Adoption Agreement above “(the “Employer”)”. Otherwise, enter the name of your employer.

Business Street Address: This is your employer's business address

Investment experience: complete your investment experience, assets, income, net worth, etc in the section 

provided

NOTE: If you and your spouse are co-trustees in the Solo 401k plan, you must list both of your 

names on the application. Trustees are listed on page 4 of your Adoption Agreement. 
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Pages 3 and 4 should be filled out according to your preferences.

Notate if you would like checks and mark the estimated number of monthly transactions

Even if you are opening a bank account for your Solo 401k trust, you may want an additional checkbook 

in case you want to invest funds directly from your brokerage account. The checkbook will generally have 

checks written in the name of your Solo 401k trust.
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Sign and date as trustee

Pages 6 and 7 can be left blank as the Solo 401k plan does not have a third party administrator

If you're transferring funds from an existing Schwab IRA/401k into your new Schwab account, please 

complete the transfer form referenced in the Knowledge Base article
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If you and your spouse are both opening an account because you are both participants, you 

both need to fill out a Participant Application after filling out the Master Account Application. 

Download the Participant Application at 

https://www.schwab.com/public/file/P-233557/APP13551-19-ST.pdf
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Enter the information for the participant in Section 1

The trust tax ID number is the EIN for your Trust. The Master Account number is assigned by Schwab. If 
you're sending in the participant application along with your Master Account application, you can leave this 
blank.
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Complete participant investor information on page 2 of the application
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Sign and date as participant on page 3 of the application
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Add a trusted contact person to your account, such as a spouse. This is optional

 DISCLAIMER: Please note that this is not and should not be considered a replacement for tax, 

legal or investment advice. If you have any questions on completing the Schwab application or 

successfully completing your rollovers, we strongly suggest you reach out to Schwab directly 

at (800) 435-4000.
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